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August 15, 2017
Japan Citizen's Network for TICAD

Request for Reconsideration of a visa denial to a civil society
participant of TICAD Meeting in Mozambique

Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD), a multilateral initiative for African
development led by the government of Japan, has always had its door open for civil society, private sector,
and international organizations. The First TICAD VI Follow-up Ministerial Meeting is expected to be held
in Maputo, the capital of the Republic of Mozambique, from August 24-25, with diverse participation
including civil society, private sector, and international organizations, as well as African and other
governments, to ensure a multi-sectoral dialogue for African development.

Unfortunately, the opportunity for this multi-sectoral dialogue for African development is now at risk. On
10 August, The Embassy of the Republic of Mozambique in Tokyo has expressed that the government
will not issue its visa to Ms. Naoko Watanabe, South Africa Program Officer, Japan International
Volunteer Center (JVC). Until now, there has been no explanation for the decision denying her a visa.
This is the first case of a visa denial in the 24-year history of TICAD for a civil society applicant who wants
to participate in TICAD. We, Japan Citizen's Network for TICAD, express our deep concern regarding
this decision to deny Ms. Watanabe a visa.

JVC, a prominent Japanese civil society organization working for international cooperation, has been
working for community development in diverse countries and regions of the Global South. In the Republic
of South Africa, it has been working for capacity building of community health workers and supporting
community groups of people living with HIV/AIDS. These projects are based on human security and aim
to achieve SDGs in the region. Ms. Watanabe is an expert with many years of experience working on
projects in and for the region. It will be a great loss for the TICAD meeting that Ms. Watanabe, who is the
program officer working directly for these projects, will not be able to participate in the TICAD meeting,
which will be held in Southern African region for the first time in eight years after TICAD Ministerial
Meeting in Gaborone in 2009.

We, Japan Citizen's Network for TICAD, request the government of the Republic of Mozambique to
reconsider their decision and to issue a visa for Ms. Watanabe. We also request TICAD Co-organizers,
including the government of Japan, African Union Commission, UNDP, UNOSAA, and World Bank, to
request that the government of the hosting country to reconsider their decision. TICAD Co-organizers
should prevent such an exclusion of civil society participants for the future of TICAD. We believe that it is
necessary to keep the unique value of TICAD, which is an open and multi-sectoral initiative for African
development, under the principles of co-ownership and partnership.

<The List of the Signed Organizations: See next page >
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The List of Signed Organizations
(as of August 31, 2017, Alphabetical order)

1.

Overseas CSOs: A Rede de Mulheres Negras para a Soberania e Seguranca Alimentar e
Nutricional/REDESSAN (Brazil), ADECRU (Mozambique), African Network against llliteracy,
Conflicts and Human Rights Abuses (Cameroon), Afrika Kontakt (Denmark), Botswana Watch
(Botswana), Civic Commission for Africa, CONTAG - National Confederation of Rural Workers
and Family Farmers (Brazil), Development Diversity Services (Botswana), Earth Harmony
Innovators (South Africa), East African National Networks of AIDS Service Organizations
(Tanzania), FASE - Solidariedade e Educacéo (Brasil), FIAN International (Germany), GPOWF
(South Africa), GRAIN (Spain), Justica Ambiental (Mozambique), Instituto EQUIT - Género,
Economia e Cidadania Global (Brazil), INESC - Instituto de Estudos Socioeconémicos (Brazil),
Izindaba Zokudla (South Africa), KASA (Germany), LAMOSA (South Africa), Ligue Tunisienne
pour la Défense des Droits de 'Homme (Tunisia, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate), LIVANINGO
(Mozambique), No REDD in Africa Network! (Africa), A Rede de Mulheres Negras para a
Soberania e Seguranga Alimentar e Nutricional/ REDESSAN (Brazil), Rede Justica Nos Trilhos
(Brazil), ONG-Diplomatie et Paix Internationales (Burkina Faso), ONG Nationale ADAPE-
Guinee (Guinea), Reseau des Acterus des Development Durable (Cameroon), Right2Know
Campaign (South Africa), RSCDA-IO (Madagascar), RWA Zambia (Zambia), SAGRC-AIDC
(South Africa), SIRNoRF (Sierra Leone), Southern Africa Mines Association (Swaziland),
Southern Africa Trust (SADC), Struggle to Ecoonmize Future Environment (Cameroon) , TAAF
(Zimbabwe), Tanzania Mineral Mining Trust Fund (Tanzania), TNI (Netherland), Ukuvuna
(Zimbabwe), WAHD (Sierra Leone), WAMUA (South Africa), WoMin (South Africa), World
Rainforest Movement (Brazil)

Japanese CSOs: Alternative People's Linkage in Asia, Africa Japan Forum, A Seed Japan,
Africa Rikai Project, Concerned Citizens Group with the Development of Mozambique-Japan,
CSO Network Japan, Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples' International, Friends of
the Earth Japan, Fukuoka NGO Forum on Asia Development Bank, Japan International
volunteer Center (JVC), Japan NGO Center for International Cooperation (JANIC), Japan Youth
Platform for Sustainability, JOICFP, Little Bees international, Mekong Watch, Nagoya NGO
Center, Oxfam Japan, Save the Children Japan, Together with Africa and Asia Association,
WE21 Japan, WE21JAPAN Izumi, Women’s Forum Fish, Yokohama NGO Network, No! to
landgrab, Japan, and other 2 CSOs
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BAROHE (E+EIE) : (4FE)A Seed Japan, (3FE)APLA, 77 - 7I2VhERIZSLE. 77
RERITREI+— L. TIVABARBES. 77UHEHETOD I, $FiE)We2l D/,
WE21JAPAN WE'H . D—I X T74—F LF, (4FE)FoE Japan, (BB A VIR T7 L TviNv,
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A Rede de Mulheres Negras para a Soberania e Seguranca Alimentar e Nutricional/REDESSAN
(7S JL), ADECRU (EH U E—%) . Afrika Kontakt (7> <—%) . African Network against
lliteracy, Conflicts and Human Rights Abuses (FEBEF-#PF - AEREICRXTHT7I)AhRvE
J—9 . AA)—2) Botswana Watch (7R F) . Civic Commission for Africa (7 2)AhM R
ES. 727)h&), CONTAG - National Confederation of Rural Workers and Family Farmers
(FSIL), African Network against llliteracy, Conflicts and Human Rights Abuses (JEi#=F - #
G- NERBICRATBHT7IVARYET—4, hA)L—2)  Development Diversity Services (BAH
LMY —E X, RYJF) . East African National Networks of AIDS Service Organizations (Z
TIVhEEIAX-H—ERMBR YT —VESE ., 2 =7) . Earth Harmony Innovators (F87
71)hEFE) . FASE - Solidariedade e Educacgéo (F 5 )L), FIAN International (F-*Y), GPOWF
(EA72VHEFE) . GRAIN (RRAY)  JAI(EHUE—2). Instituto EQUIT - Género, Economia
e Cidadania Global (F5< L), INESC - Instituto de Estudos Socioecondmicos (75 )L),
Izindaba Zokudla (F72VAEFE) . KASA (F14Y). LAMOSA (7 2')AXF1E). Ligue
Tunisienne pour la Défense des Droits de 'Homme (AMEZESFAFI_UTER, FaIT7X
2015 £/ —NJ)LEME ZEHIK) . LIVANINGO (EH > E —%) . ONG-Diplomatie et Paix
Internationales (43X EERRFEF NGO, FILFF-T77Y) . ONG Nationale ADAPE-Guinee (¥=
7). Reseau des Acterus des Development Durable (#4)L—2). No REDD in Africa Network!
(Africa) . Rede Justica Nos Trilhos (Brazil),Right2Know Campaign (7 27UA&XFIE) .
RSCDA-IO (XA HZXAI) . RWA Zambia (¥ E7F7) . SAGRC-AIDC (7 2ZVAXFME).
SiRNoRF (I SL 74 =), Southern Africa Mines Association (R <52 K), Southern Africa
Trust(FAER 7 7V HEEE#F £ RFEK) . Struggle to Economize Future Environment (AA)L—) .
Tanzania Mineral Mining Trust Fund (2> 3 =7) ., TAAF(D 2N\ THx)  INI(AS2H) .
Ukuvuna (P> /\7Hx) WAHD (Y ISLAR),. WAMUA (7 ZUAXFE) . WoMin (FE7 2
1)AFIE) . World Rainforest Movement (F52)L)



